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SUBJ: OUTLOOK FOR THE FEBRUARY ELECTION 

1 . ALTHOUGH VOTERS ON FEBRUARY 26 WILL ELECT BOTH HOUSES OF 
CONGRESS, DEPARTMENTAL ASSEMBLIES AND MUNICIPAL COUNCILS, THE 
ELECTION’S MAIN INTEREST FOR THE U.S. IS ITS ADDITIONAL PURPOSE 

AS AN INDIRECT PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY FOR THE MAJORITY LIBERAL 
PARTY. THE NOMINATION FOR THE PRESIDENCY WILL GO TO THE CONTENDER 
WHOSE SUPPORTERS WIN THE MOST VOTES IN THE CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION. 

2. THE OUTLOOK IS FOR A LOW TURNOUT IN FEBRUARY. VOTER REGIS- 
TRATIONS, PERMITTED IN COLOMBIA'S FOUR LARGEST CITIES TO PERMIT 
VOTERS TO VOTE IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS, RATHER THAN AT DISTANT 
(FOR MANY) CENTRAL POLLING POINTS, HAVE BEEN VERY LOW. A POOR 
TURNOUT AT THE POLLS IS EXPECTED TO FAVOR TURBAY'S MACHINE, 

AND BE A SETBACK FOR LLERAS, WHO HAS BEEN COUNTING ON AN 
UPSURGE OF PUBLIC OPINION TO WIN HIM THE CANDIDACY. MOST INDEPEN- 
DENT OBSERVERS ARE PREDICTING A TURBAY VICTORY, ALTHOUGH 

BY A CLOSER MARGIN THAN WAS PREDICTED SIX MONTHS AGO. THE 
RECENT IMPRISONMENT OF CHAMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES PRESIDENT 
SANTOFIMIO, A TURBAY SUPPORTER, HAS PROBABLY COST TURBAY VOTES, 
ESPECIALLY IN BOGOTA. ONE OR TWO OTHER CASES OF CONGRESSIONAL 
MALFEASANCE INVOLING TURBAY SUPPORTERS, WHICH WILL PROBABLY 
EMERGE DURING THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. MAY FURTHER ERODE TURBAY'S 
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MARGIN. 

3. MOST POLITICAL HANDICAPPERS ARE PREDICTING AN ELECTORAL 
RESULT ON THE ORDER OF: TURBAY CANDIDATES - 900,000; LLERAS 
CANDIDATES - 800,000; OTHERS - 200,000. A NARROW VICTORY BY 
TURBAY WOULD HEIGHTEN THE POSSIBILITY OF A SPLIT IN THE PARTY, 
PROVOKED BY THE DEFEATED LLERAS AND HIS SUPPORTERS. LLERAS HAS 
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MAINTAINED A STEADY STREAM OF ACCUSATIONS OF GOVERNMENT FAVORITISM 
FOR TURBAY. IF LLERAS LOSES BY A NARROW MARGIN, HE IS LIKELY TO 
CLAIM THAT HE WOULD HAVE BEEN VICTORIOUS WERE IT NOT FOR GOVERN- 
MENT INTERVENTION ON BEHALF OF HIS RIVAL. LLERAS, HOWEVER, IS 
NOT LIKELY TO RUN FOR THE PRESIDENCY ON HIS OWN TICKET, A MOVE 
WHICH WOULD ENSURE THE ELECTION OF THE CONSERVATIVE BETANCUR, 
ALTHOUGH THE DEPTH OF HIS DISTASTE FOR TURBAY MIGHT TEMPT HIM 
TO DO SO. 

4. FOR THE CONSERVATIVES, WHO ALREADY HAVE AN AGREED UPON 
CANDIDATE, BELISARIO BETANCUR, THE FEBRUARY ELECTION WILL BE 
A STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE TWO PARTY FACTIONS TO DETERMINE WHO 
WILL CONTROL THE PARTY. AT PRESENT, THE PRO-GOVERNMENT GROUP 
LED BY ALVARO GOMEZ AND THE OPPOSTION PASTRANA-OSPINA 
CONSERVATIVES ARE ROUGHLY EVENLY REPRESENTED IN BOTH HOUSES 
OF CONGRESS. THE LATTER GROUP WILL PROBABLY BECOME THE 
MAIORITY CONSERVTIVE BLOC IN CONGRESS, FOLLOWING THE ELECTION. 

THE LOPEZ ADMINISTRATION HAS LOST A GREAT DEAL OF SUPPORT, 

ESPECIALLY AMONG CONSERVATIVES, AND THE UNREMITTING ATTACKS 
AGAINST LOPEZ AND THE ALV ARISTAS, ACCUSED OF SELLING OUT TO 
LOPEZ, BY THE OSPINA-PASTRANISTAS, WILL GIVE THEM A CLEAR 
ADVANTAGE. 

5. THE MAJORITY FACTIONS OF BOTH PARTIES IN THE NEXT CONGRESS 
WILL THUS PROBABLY BE THE LIBERAL TURB A YIST AS AND THE CONSERVA- 
TIVE OSPINA-PASTRANA WING. WHILE THESE GROUPS HAVE BEEN BITTER 
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FOES DURING THIS ADMIN STRATION, THEY WILL PROBABLY BURY THEIR 
RIVALRY AND WORK TOGETHER UNDER THE LIKELY PRESIDENCY OF TURBAY. 
ASENCIO 
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